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We bring you the third issue of areI, the second to be published in 2023. 
The title of this issue alone gives an idea of what it is about: The Use and 
Abuse of History: Russia and Fraud. so, we are dealing with a highly topical 
issue: how the Muscovite state, later called russia, and its propaganda have 
justified its territorial expansion, its aggression against other states, and 
its incorporations or annexation of other nations’ territories.

Why this is politically topical, a year and a half after the start of rus-
sia’s aggressive war against ukraine, probably needs no explanation. but 
why is it worth discussing in academia? The answer lies in the fact that 
not only are many issues objectively poorly researched, but also there are 
still many historiographical myths associated with them. Moreover, the in-
terpretation of many issues related to the history of Central and eastern 
europe is affected by the “golden mean fallacy” – the psychological ten-
dency to assume that a reasonably objective picture of the region’s past is 
a compromise between different, often radically contradictory positions, 
with regard to both the facts themselves and the values that should form 
the basis of historians’ opinions.

The issue begins with an in-depth interview with one of poland’s 
leading experts on russia, professor hieronim Grala, who specializes in 
its early modern history and the history of relations between the Tsardom 
of Muscovy and the Commonwealth of poland and lithuania. using eru-
dite historical material, Grala explains both the roots of russia’s foreign 
policy worldview and the history of Western misinterpretation of russia’s 
foreign policy, thus showing, e.g., how real and false historical titles have 
been used and misused by russian diplomacy throughout history.

We then invite you to read texts that illustrate the theme of the title 
through a wide range of historical material relating to events in the his-
tory of russia’s neighbours: poland, belarus, ukraine, Moldova, finland 
as well as the countries of the north Caucasus. The last of these are, 
of course, legally part of the russian federation, but culturally, historically 
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and mentally these countries belong more to russia’s neighbours than 
to an organic part of russia.

This issue of areI also contains a text on the massacre of Mstislaw, 
a town on the eastern edge of the Grand duchy of lithuania whose popu-
lation was deliberately decimated by the Muscovite army during the war 
against the polish-lithuanian Commonwealth in 1654. you will also learn 
about the little-known genocide of the Cherkessians, a people who inhab-
ited the eastern coast of the black sea in the nineteenth century. Then 
there is a study of the famous Chisinau pogrom of 1903 and how it was 
portrayed in the russian state media, and we take a look at the history of 
the beginning of the ukrainian struggle for independence in 1917–1918. 
We also show how the lies about the shelling of Mainila were used to jus-
tify the soviet union’s treacherous attack on finland – an aggression for 
which the country was expelled from the league of nations in december 
1939. finally, we show how the Kremlin promoted the myth of the reuni-
fication of the lands of so-called ‘Western ukraine’ and ‘Western belar-
us’ with (soviet) ukraine and belarus to justify its illegal annexation of 
the eastern part of inter-war poland in 1939. This myth, it must be said, 
is deeply rooted in historiography and is revived from time to time by his-
torians who can hardly be accused of sympathizing with the soviet union 
and its propaganda. for more on these issues, see the review of the popular 
Global history of ukraine, published just before the russian aggression, 
by yaroslav hrytsak, one of the best-known contemporary ukrainian his-
torians and intellectuals. The second review is of an extremely interesting 
book on ruthenian Vilnius, written by leonid Tymoshenko, a well-known 
ukrainian scholar of the modern era.

alongside these articles, we also publish an erudite article by the late 
Ihor skochylias on the basilians. It was to be a chapter in a book he was 
writing with polish historian andrzej Gil at the request of the Mierosze-
wski Centre on the history of the union Church, now called the Greek 
Catholic Church. however, the untimely and unexpected death of this 
eminent ukrainian scholar in the prime of his life made it impossible 
to realise these plans.

ŁuKasz adaMsKI
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