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moscow 
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to the PeoPle’s commIssars of Internal affaIrs of the 

unIon rePublIcs, and heads of nKVd dePartments In 
autonomous rePublIcs, regIons, and terrItorIes.

the nKVd of the union has uncovered and is liquidating the largest and, 
according to all available information, the primary subversive spy network 
of Polish intelligence in the ussr, which existed in the form of the so-called 
“Polish military organization”. 1

Prior to the october revolution and immediately thereafter, 
 PIŁsudsKI 2 created his largest political agency on soviet territory, which 
was previously leading the now-liquidated organization. year after year, he 
systematically transferred numerous cadres of spies and saboteurs into the 
ussr, disguising them as political emigrants, political prisoners meant for 
exchange, and defectors. these individuals became part of the overall orga-
nization’s system operating in the ussr and were supplemented by recruit-
ment of the local Polish population.

1 PoW, Polska organizacja Wojskowa (Polish military organization): a secret military organization founded in 
1914 by Józef Piłsudski to fight against enemies of Poland. It did not exist in the independent Polish republic.

2 Józef Klemens Piłsudski (1867–1935): Polish military commander and statesman, the first head of state of the 
restored Polish state (1918–1922) and commander-in-chief of the Polish army during the Polish-soviet war in 
1920. In 1926, he organized a coup d’etat and established a personal dictatorship in Poland. 
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the organization was led from headquarters located in moscow and 
included individuals such as unŠlIcht, 3 muKleVIČ, 4  olsKIJ, 5 and oth-
ers. It had significant branches in belarus and ukraine, primarily in the 
border regions and various other areas of the soviet union.

at present, while primarily only the leadership and active members 
of the organization have been eliminated, it has been determined that 
the organization’s anti-soviet activities extend to the following entities: 
the People’s commissariat for Internal affairs (nKVd), the Workers’ and 
Peasants’ red army (rKKa), the Intelligence directorate of the red army, 6 
and the apparatus of the communist International (comIntern). the last 
of these primarily included the Polish section of the comIntern executive 
committee (IKKI), the People’s commissariat for foreign  affairs (nar-
KomIndel), the defense industry, transportation, including the strategic 
routes of the Western front, and agriculture.

the organization’s anti-soviet work encompassed the following:

1. collaborative efforts with left-wing socialist-revolutionaries and 
followers of bucharin 7 to prepare to overthrow the soviet government, 
disrupt the treaty of brest-litovsk, provoke a war between the rsfsr 
and germany, and assemble armed intervention units (1916).

2. Widespread and comprehensive subversive activities on the 
Western and southwestern fronts during the soviet-Polish War, 
with the expressed intention of defeating the red army and causing 
the cessation of ukraine and belarus.

3. mass fascist-nationalist propaganda among the Polish population in 
the ussr in order to establish a base and recruit local personnel for 
subversive, espionage, and insurgent actions.

3 Juzef unšlicht (1879–1937): soviet politician of Polish origin; member of the all-russian communist Party 
(bolsheviks; VKP[b]), member of the revolutionary military council (rVs) of the sixteenth army and the 
Western front. In 1919–1920, served as a member of the revolutionary committee of Poland, and later as 
the secretary of the union council of the all-russian central executive committee (tsIK) of the ussr. 
he was arrested in 1937 and executed in 1938.

4 romualʹd muklevič (1890–1938): soviet politician of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b), served as 
deputy People’s commissar of the People’s commissariat of defense Industry (nKoP) of the ussr. 
he was arrested in 1937 and executed in 1938.

5 Jan olskij, aka Kulikovskij (1898–1937): soviet politician of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). In 1927–
1930, he served as the head of the counter-Intelligence division of the Joint state Political directorate 
(Kro ogPu) of the ussr; in 1930–1931, he served as the head of the ogPu special office. he was 
arrested and executed in 1937. 

6 glavrazvedupr rKKa: a foreign military intelligence agency of the general staff of the soviet armed 
forces, formed in 1918 as the registration agency, since 1942 known as gru rKKa.

7 this group within the all-russian communist Party of the bolsheviks (VKP[b]) consisted of followers 
of nikolaj bucharin, alexej rykov, and michail tomskij. Instead of advocating for the elimination of 
capitalist elements in both urban and rural areas, they supported their free development.
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4. skillful espionage work within the military, economic, and political 
spheres of soviet life, involving a significant strategic agent network 
and a broad middle- and lower-level espionage network.

5. sabotage and subversion activities in major sectors of the defense 
industry within current and mobilization planning, transportation, 
and national economy. creation of a powerful sabotage network for 
wartime, consisting of both Poles and, to a significant degree, various 
non-Polish citizens.

6. contacts and collaboration between subversive, espionage, and other 
active anti-soviet actions and the trotskyist 8 center and its periphery, 
with the organization of right-wing traitors, and with belarusian 
and ukrainian nationalists for the purpose of joint groundwork to 
overthrow soviet power and partition the ussr.

7. direct contact and agreement with the leader of the military-fascist 
conspiracy, the traitor tuKhacheVsKIJ, 9 with the intention of 
disrupting the preparation of the red army for war, and opening 
our front to the Poles during the war.

8. deep infiltration of organization members into the communist Party 
of Poland, complete takeover of the leading party organs and the 
Polish section of the executive committee of comIntern (IKKI). 
Provocative work aimed at undermining and demoralizing the party, 
disrupting the unity of the popular front in Poland, and using party 
channels to let spies and saboteurs infiltrate the ussr. Work aimed 
at turning the communist Party into an appendage of Piłsudski’s 
Poland with the purpose of using its influence for anti-soviet actions 
during Poland’s military attack on the ussr.

9. the complete takeover and paralysis of all our intelligence efforts 
against Poland; the systematic infiltration of organization members 
into VchK – ogPu – nKVd and razvedupr rKKa for active anti-
soviet work.

8 trotskyism: a marxist political ideology developed by russian revolutionary leon trotsky (1879–1940) and 
other members of the left opposition in the soviet state. In early soviet propaganda, it was used as an 
average image of the enemy, sometimes in conjunction with the image of a fascist and a western spy. 

9 michail tuchačevskij (1893–1937): russian military commander; member of the VKP(b). he joined the 
red army in 1918 and served as commander of the Western front in 1920 during the Polish-soviet war; 
later served as the first deputy of the People’s commissar of the People’s commissariat of defense 
(nKo), the commander of the troops of the Volga military district, and held the rank of marshal of the 
soviet union. he was arrested and executed in 1937.
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the main reason for the organization’s unpunished anti-soviet activ-
ities in the last almost 20 years has been the fact that, from the very start, 
some leading Polish spies, including unŠlIcht, messIng, 10 PIlar, 11 
medVed ,́ 12 olsKIJ, sosnoVsKIJ, 13 maKoVsKIJ, 14 loganoVsKIJ, 15 
baransKIJ 16 and others, had infiltrated major sectors of anti-Polish work 
within the VchK. they had taken complete control of all the anti-Polish 
intelligence and counterintelligence work of the VchK – ogPu – nKVd. 

the emergence of the organIzatIon and methods of 
InfIltratIng PolIsh agents Into the ussr

the Polish military organization was established in 1914 at the initiative 
and under the personal leadership of JÓzef PIŁsudsKI as a national-
ist organization consisting of active supporters of the struggle for the 
independence of bourgeois Poland. Its members were well trained in the 
military organizations of the Polish socialist Party, which was primarily 
supported by PIŁsudsKI, as well as in special military schools that he 
established to prepare the core of the future Polish army.

these schools were established by PIŁsudsKI between 1910 and 1914 
in galicia. they operated semi-secretly and received subsidies and practi-
cal assistance from the intelligence department of the austro-hungarian 
general staff. even before the outbreak of the imperialist war, 17 PIŁsud-
sKI had at his disposal a number of officers from the austro-hungarian 
intelligence service. these officers trained PIŁsudsKI’s supporters in 
military affairs, as well as reconnaissance and sabotage techniques. these 
cadres, formed a little later than PoW, were intended for actions in alliance 

10 stanislav messing (1890–1937): soviet politician; member of the VKP(b); twice deputy chairman of 
the ogPu of the ussr; in 1929–1931, he was head of the foreign department (Ino) of the ogPu; 
later served as the chairman of the Presidium of the all-union chamber of commerce of the ussr. 
he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

11 romuald, aka roman Pilar von Pilchau (1894–1937): soviet intelligence officer of german origin; member 
of the VKP(b), served as the head of the directorate of the People’s commissariat for Internal affairs 
(unKVd) for saratov region. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

12 filipp medvedʹ (1899–1937): soviet politician of belarusian origin; member of the VKP(b). he was head 
of the unKVd for leningrad oblast. he was arrested in 1935 and sentenced by VKVs to 3 years of labor 
camps but was released early in the same year. medvedʹ was appointed head of the Kulunskii Intelligence 
district of the north-eastern corrective labor camp (Itl) of the nKVd. he was arrested again, 
sentenced and executed in 1937. 

13 Ignacij sosnovskij (1897–1937): soviet secret services officer of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). 
In 1919–1920, he served as first deputy head of the unKVd for the saratov region and commissioner 
of state security of the third rank. he was arrested in 1936 and executed in 1937.

14 Jurij makovskij (1889–1937): soviet secret services officer of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). 
he worked for the foreign department (Ino) of the ogPu; later, he was head of the unKVd for omsk 
oblast. he was arrested in 1935 and executed in 1937. 

15 mečislav loganovskij (1895–1938): participant of the october revolution, commander of the light artillery 
division of the 1st Polish red army, diplomat of the ussr. he was arrested 1937 and executed in 1938.

16 Kazimir baranskij (1894–1937): soviet politician of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). he worked at 
the foreign department of the main directorate of state security (Ino gugb) of the ussr; in 1936, 
he became the head of the sixth division of the transport department of the gugb nKVd. he was 
arrested and executed in 1937. 

17 the name of the first World War established in soviet historiography and propaganda.
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with the austro-german army at the rear of russian troops, as well as for 
recruitment by Polish legions in anticipation of war with tsarist russia.

therefore, even back then, the members of PoW were not only in 
Poland; they were also sent to russia and recruited on the spot, creating 
their organizations wherever possible, primarily in major cities, with the 
aim of registration and mobilization of their people for communication 
and intelligence purposes.

at the same time, PoW served as a tool for the political mobiliza-
tion of forces led by PIŁsudsKI in the struggle for Polish independence. 
this is how PoW secretly infiltrated all Polish political parties, from the 
far left to the far right, recruiting active members of these parties into its 
ranks based on recognition of the unquestionable authority and personal 
will of PIŁsudsKI, as well as the idea of reestablishing Poland as a great 
power within the borders of 1772. 18

using this strategy, PoW accumulated valuable experience in re-
gards to inner-party and cross-party provocations, making the latter its 
main method of struggle against the revolutionary movement.

at that time, PoW was led by the central staff (Komenda naczelna; 
Kn), which directed the activities of the local organizations of PIŁsud-
sKI’s supporters. these organizations would receive the same name, with 
the addition of an ordinal number; for example, in belarus it would be 
Kn-1, while in ukraine – Kn-3, and so on. each of these local Komenda 
represented a regional territorial district of PoW, divided into the local 
PoW commandant’s offices. the number of commandant’s offices in each 
district depended on the local conditions and tasks pursued by PIŁsud-
sKI in any given region.

In late 1918, with the formation of Poland, led by PIŁsudsKI (the 
ultimate dictator carrying the title of the “head of state”), the main com-
mand of PoW was incorporated in its entirety into the general staff of 
Poland, forming the intelligence department of the staff.

during the period of PIŁsudsKI’s temporary removal from power 
in Poland (1922–1926), the chief command of PoW (which, for the most 
part, was excluded from the government by the endeks 19 but managed to 
partially preserve its influence within the intelligence department of the 
general staff) continued its subversive and intelligence work on the terri-
tory of the ussr independently of the official agencies, getting ready for 
PIŁsudsKI’s return to power.

18 this refers to the period prior to the first partition of the Polish-lithuanian commonwealth in 1772 
between russia, austria and Prussia. 

19 endek: a member of the national democracy movement (narodowa demokracja), a Polish right-wing 
political movement with nationalistic ideology and one of the main political forces in interwar Poland.
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after the so-called may coup of 1926, after which PIŁsudsKI was 
back in power, PoW leadership and its activists filled the entire upper 
echelon of the state and the fascist government apparatus of Poland. a sig-
nificant number of PoW activists remained underground to combat the 
revolutionary movement in Poland via provocations and political incite-
ment, as well as to illegally infiltrate the ussr.

the activities of PIŁsudsKI’s clandestine organization on our ter-
ritory increased substantially in 1917, when, due to the events of the impe-
rialist war, a significant number of PIŁsudsKI’s qualified associates from 
the milieu of legionnaires (PIŁsudsKI’s legions were formed by PoW as 
part of the austro-hungarian army) and refugees from the territory of 
tsarist Poland, which was then occupied by the germans, gathered in var-
ious parts of our country.

thus, by the time of the october revolution, PIŁsudsKI had accu-
mulated significant PoW personnel in russia, from both the local Polish 
population and Poles evacuated from Poland.

however, the main personnel of PoW during the imperialist war 
consisted of individuals known for their openly patriotic Polish convic-
tions. moreover, given the triumphant rise of the bolshevik Party, in the 
summer of 1917 PIŁsudsKI took special recruitment measures to infil-
trate the russian social democratic labor Party (bolsheviks) (rsdrP[b]).
at PIŁsudsKI’s personal directive, his close associates launched exten-
sive recruitment efforts among Polish social democrats and the left-wing 
of the Polish socialist Party. both these parties later merged and formed 
the communist Party of Poland.

throughout 1917, members of PoW’s central leadership, who 
were then in moscow and Petrograd – Prystor 20 (subsequently,  Polish 
Prime minister), PuŻaK 21 (secretary of the central committee of PPs), 
 maKoVsKIJ (member of the moscow committee of PPs, subsequent-
ly the deputy head of the foreign department of ogPu, resident 
agent in Poland), goloWKo, 22 JÓzeWsKI 23 (Volhynian voivode), and 

20 aleksander Prystor (1847–1941): Polish politician, he was one of the founders of the combat organization 
of the Polish socialist Party (1905). Prystor served as the Prime minister of Poland from 1931 to 1933, 
and the marshal of the Polish senate from 1935 to 1938. he was arrested by the nKVd in Kaunas in 1940 
and transported to moscow, where he died in prison in 1941.

21 Kazimierz Pużak (1883–1950): Polish politician, one of the leaders of the Polish socialist Party (PPs). he 
was arrested in lodz on 3 april 1911, and sentenced by the Warsaw court to 8 years’ hard labor. he served 
his sentence in prisons in Warsaw and st. Petersburg, and from 1915 in the shlisselburg fortress. he was 
released in february 1917. Pużak was state secretary of the Postal and telegraph ministry of Poland in 
1918 and general secretary of the central executive committee of the PPs in 1931–1939. arrested in 
november 1947. sentenced to 10 years in prison. died in rawicz prison on 30 april 1950.

22 the spelling is as it appears in the document. correct name: tadeusz ludwik hołówko (1889–1931), Polish 
politician, publicist. In the years 1921–1925, he was a member of the central authorities of the PPs; in 
1921–1925, a member of the supreme council of the PPs; in 1924–1925, a member of the central executive 
committee. In the years 1927–1930, head of the eastern department in the Political department of 
the ministry of foreign affairs. In 1930, he was elected as a member of the sejm of the third term.

23 henryk Jan Józewski (1892–1981): Polish politician, close collaborator of Józef Piłsudski, advocate of 
the Polish-ukrainian alliance. he served as voivode of Volhynia in 1928–29 and 1930–1938.
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matuszeWsKI 24 (subsequently, the chief of the second department of 
the Polish general staff, or PgŠ) – involved a number of Polish social demo-
crats and members of the left-wing of PPs, who later infiltrated prominent 
positions within the soviet government apparatus: unŠlIcht (former 
deputy chairman of rVs ogPu 25), leŠInsKIJ 26 (secretary of the cen-
tral committee of the communist Party of Poland),  dolecKIJ 27 (head of 
tass), bronKoWsKI 28 (deputy chief of the Intelligence  directorate 
of the red army, razvedupr rKKa), muKleVIČ (head of the naval forc-
es of the red army, deputy People’s commissar for defense), longVa 29 
(corps commander, KomKor; commander of the red army communi-
cations directorate), and several others. In 1918, they formed the moscow 
PoW center and took over leadership of all PoW activities on the terri-
tory of the ussr.

concurrently, in early 1918, PIŁsudsKI provided certain directives 
to a selected group of PoW members who were part of PPs and were 
based in the ussr. they were instructed to infiltrate the soviet govern-
ment apparatus by staging a split from PPs and adopting a soviet party 
line. those who infiltrated the soviet system were former member of the 
moscow committee of the PPs, m. loganoVsKIJ (who, prior to his ar-
rest, was the deputy People’s commissar of food Industry), maKoVsKIJ, 
VoJtyga 30 (the three of them infiltrated the counter-Intelligence de-
partment of VchKa – ogPu – nKVd), baransKIJ (head of the foreign 
department of ogPu – nKVd), and several others.

In 1919–1920 and later, while striving to gain control of our intelli-
gence and counterintelligence efforts against Poland, alongside infiltrat-
ing the aforementioned PoW members into the soviet security apparatus, 
 PIŁsudsKI took a series of measures to infiltrate highly skilled intelligence 
officers, specifically officers of the second department of the Polish general 
staff, into the soviet security and counterintelligence. With the assistance 
of unŠlIcht, messIng, PIlar, medVedʹ and other prominent Polish 

24 Ignacy hugo stanisław matuszewski (1891–1946): Polish politician and diplomat in 1920 during the 
Polish-soviet war, he was a head of Polish intelligence. 

25 revolutionary military council, rVs: the designation of the headquarters and the first military and 
order organs created by the bolshevik party after the overthrow of the Provisional government in russia 
during the october revolution.

26 the spelling is as it appears in the document. correct name is Julian leščinskij, aka lenskij (1899–1937); 
Polish: Julian leszczyński. Polish and soviet politician; member of the VKP(b). general secretary of the 
communist Party of Poland; member of the Presidium of the comIntern executive committee (IKKI). 
he was arrested and executed in 1937.

27 Jakov doleckij, aka fenigštejn (1888–1937): soviet politician of Jewish origin. In 1925–1937, head of the 
ussr telegraph agency (tass). he committed suicide in 1937.

28 bronisław bortnowski, aka bronkowski (1898–1937): Polish politician; member of the communist Party 
of Poland. In 1924, he started serving as a deputy head of ru rKKa and head of the Intelligence 
department; joined comIntern in 1929. In 1934, he became the President of the executive committee of 
the Polish-baltic regional secretariat of comIntern. he was arrested and executed in 1937.

29 roman longva (1891–1938): soviet military of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). head of the 
communications directorate of the red army (rKKa). he was arrested in 1937 and executed in 1938. 

30 Jan Vojtyga (1894–1937): soviet politician of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). head of the department 
of the main directorate for motorways (gushosdor) of nKVd. he was arrested and executed in 1937.
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agents, they assumed leadership positions within soviet intelligence and 
counterintelligence. for example, IgnacIJ sosnoVsKIJ (before his ar-
rest, deputy head of the nKVd administration for the saratov region), 
who acted as PIŁsudsKI’s emissary in 1919, as well as the emissary of the 
resident agents of the second department of the PgŠ on soviet territory, 
received a directive from major matuszeWsKI, the head of the second 
department, to infiltrate the VchK apparatus.

In the summer of 1920, using his arrest by the special department 
of the VchK, sosnoVsKIJ, the leading member of the Polish intelligence 
services, staged his split from PoW with the assistance of PIlar. he was 
allowed by the second department of the Polish general staff (PgŠ) to 
disclose only a negligible part of his network and managed to infiltrate the 
central apparatus of VchK. shortly thereafter, sosnoVsKIJ successfully 
infiltrated an entire group of high-ranking Polish intelligence officers into 
VchK. the group included lieutenant colonel of the second department 
of PgŠ VItKoVsKIJ 31 (he was head of the Polish section of the special 
department of VchK, before moving on to work at the People’s com-
missariat of heavy Industry), KIJaKoVsKIJ 32 (head of the english and 
romance languages department of the counter-Intelligence of VchK), 
roller 33 (prior to his arrest, head of the special department of the stal-
ingrad region), bŽozoVsKIJ 34 (deputy head of the special  department 
for ukraine), and others.

several other members of PoW, such as bronKoWsKI, the dep-
uty head of razvedupr rKKa, with the assistance of unŠlIcht, seized 
control of the entire razvedupr system, paralyzing all intelligence work 
against Poland. other such members included budKIeVIČ 35 (head of 

31 Viktor Vitkowskij, aka marčevskij (1895–1937): soviet politician of Polish origin. he worked as a planner- 
-economist at the transportation department of the People’s commissariat of heavy Industry of the 
ussr. he was arrested and executed in 1937.

32 Wiktor Kijakowski, aka Kijakowski-steckiewicz (1889–1932): Polish military. he was a personnel officer of 
the second department of the Pgsh; served as a resident agent of the Polish military intelligence services 
in Petrograd. later, he served as the head of the fourth department of counter-Intelligence at ogPu 
and as the chief representative of ogPu in mongolia. he died during the suppression of the uprising in 
the mongolian People’s republic in 1932.

33 Karl roller (1896–1937): soviet military of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). he served as head of the 
detention facilities department of the ogPu for the Kursk region and held the rank of captain in the 
state security (gb). he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

34 Julian bžozovskij (1898–1937): soviet politician of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b); served as the 
deputy head of the fifth department of the main directorate of state security (ugb) of the nKVd 
of the ukrainian ssr. he was arrested and executed in 1937.

35 stanislav budkievič (1887–1937): soviet official of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). he served as 
the head of the fourth department of the fourth directorate of the red army staff, and the academic 
secretary of the soviet military encyclopedia editorial board; held the rank of brigade commissar. 
he was arrested and executed in 1937.
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the department and foreign resident agent), ŽbIKoVsKIJ, 36 ŠerInsKIJ, 37 
fIrIn, 38 JodloVsKIJ, 39 uzdansKIJ, 40 maKsImoV. 41

one of the ways these prominent Polish spies were utilized in foreign 
operations by the foreign department (Ino) and razvedupr was through 
extensive use of doppelgangers within our resident offices abroad. sub-
sequently, these doppelgangers, planted by the intelligence services, were 
transferred to the ussr for espionage and sabotage activities via the sys-
tem of staged failures.

at various times, the following Polish agents infiltrated and worked 
in leadership positions within the red army: unŠlIcht, deputy chair-
man of the revolutionary military council (rVs); muKleVIČ, head of 
the navy; longVa, head of the communications department of the red 
army (rKKa), KochansKIJ, 42 corps commander (KomKor); Kozlo-
VsKIJ, 43 commissar of various units, and many other Polish agents who 
infiltrated a number of departments of rKKa.

the main cadre of Polish agents who infiltrated the People’s commis-
sariat of foreign affairs (narKomIndel) was created by loganoVsKIJ, 
who worked there from 1925 to 1931. here, too, Polish intelligence concen-
trated on the section of narkomIndel’s work related to Poland (the Pol-
ish section was handled by spies morŠtyn 44 and KonIc 45) and several 

36 stefan Žbikovskij (1891–1937): soviet official of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). In 1934–1936, he 
was a resident agent of the red army’s Intelligence service (ru rKKa) in china. he was arrested and 
executed in 1937.

37 zdislav Širinskij, aka Šerinskij (1888–1938): soviet official of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). In 1925, 
he was recruited by the chief directorate of the red army staff and subsequently served as a resident 
agent in Paris; retired in1935. he was arrested in 1936 and sentenced to five years of labor camps (Itl); 
later sentenced to execution in 1938 and executed the same year.

38 semen firin, aka Pupko (1898–1937): soviet official of Jewish origin; member of the VKP(b). he served as 
the head of the White sea-baltic canal labor camp; head of DmitLag forced labor camp of the nKVd, and 
deputy head of the chief administration of corrective labor camps (gulag) of the nKVd; held the 
rank of senior major in the state security (gb). he was arrested and executed in 1937.

39 aleksandr Jodlovskij (1900–1937): soviet official of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). he was a staff 
member of the red army’s Intelligence services (ru rKKa); held the rank of colonel. he was arrested 
and executed in 1937.

40 stefan uzdanskij (1898–1937): soviet military of Jewish origin; member of the VKP(b). he served as the 
deputy head of the department in the red army’s Intelligence services (ru rKKa); held the rank of 
colonel. he was arrested and executed in 1937.

41 maks maksimov (1894–1937): soviet military of Jewish origin; member of the VKP(b). he worked as an 
employee of the Intelligence department of the red army (ru rKKa) and held the position of regiment 
commissar. he was arrested and executed in 1937.

42 Vladislav Kochanskij (1897–1938): soviet official of Polish origin. member of the VKP(b), head of the 
motorized armored forces of the leningrad military district (lVo), commander of the fifth heavy 
bomber aviation corps of the trans-baikal military district. corps commander. he was arrested in 1937 
and executed in 1938. 

43 Juzef Kozlovskij (1895–1937): soviet official of Polish origin. member of the VKP(b), head of the Political 
department of the fifth aviation brigade, and head of the Political directorate of the belarussian 
military district. he was arrested and executed in 1937.

44 Ieronim morštyn (1901–1937): soviet official of Jewish origin. member of the VKP(b), he was deputy 
head of the economy department of the People’s commissariat of foreign affairs. he was arrested and 
executed in 1937.

45 evgenij Konic-gorfinkel (1897–1937): Polish official; member of the communist Party of Poland. 
administrative secretary for the baltic states and Poland in the People’s commissariat of foreign affairs. 
he was arrested and executed in 1937. 
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other important directions (plenipotentiaries brodoVsKIJ, 46 gaIKIs, 47 
KarsKIJ 48).

having long taken control of the leading agencies of the Polish com-
munist Party and the Polish section of comIntern (IKKI), PoW systemat-
ically transferred its members – spies and saboteurs – to the ussr under 
the guise of political emigrants and prisoners that had to be exchanged, 
deliberately staging the arrests and convictions of PoW members who had 
infiltrated the communist Party.

regardless of PoW, the method of transferring spies to the ussr un-
der the guise of political emigrants was widely used by the Polish political 
police (defensywa), which had a significant number of operatives within the 
ranks of revolutionary organizations from Polish, belarusian, and ukrainian 
nationalist circles in Poland, Western ukraine, and Western belarus.

concurrently, various Polish Intelligence agencies (primarily, local 
units of the second Polish general staff – Wilno 49 and lwów 50 ekspozy-
tura, 51 border reconnaissance points or placówki wywiadu, the political po-
lice in the rear and border regions of Poland) sent spies and saboteurs to 
the ussr under the guise of defectors. this was carried out systematically 
and on a grand scale. 

these “defectors” concealed their criminal objectives of coming to 
the ussr under various motives and pretexts (desertion from the mili-
tary; fleeing from police persecution and unemployment; looking for work, 
reuniting with family, etc.).

as has by now become evident, in some cases, despite having their 
own independent communication channels with Poland, Polish spies and 
saboteurs who had been sent to the ussr under the guise of defectors 
made contact with members of PoW on our territory and acted under 
their guidance. In general, the majority of defectors served as a source of 
active personnel for the organization. 

several qualified Polish spies sent to the ussr as defectors – spe-
cifically, soldiers who had deserted from the Polish army – settled in the 
saratov region, where Polish agents PIlar and sosnoVsKIJ had operated.

Political emigrants and defectors formed the backbone of the Polish 
sabotage network within industry and transportation, recruiting sabotage 

46 the spelling is as it appears in the document. correct name: stefan bratman-brodovskij (1880–1937). 
soviet functionary of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). Plenipotentiary of the ussr in latvia. he was 
arrested on 2 July 1937; sentenced and executed on 27 october 1937. bratman-brodowski was rehabilitated 
on may 30, 1956.

47 leon gaikis (1898–937): soviet diplomat of Jewish origin; member of the VKP(b). Plenipotentiary of the 
ussr in spain. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

48 mieczysław Krakowski, aka mikhail Karskij (1900–1937): soviet diplomat of Jewish origin; member of the 
VKP(b) and plenipotentiary of the ussr in turkey. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

49 Polish name of the city; now has its lithuanian name: Vilnius. 
50 Polish name of the city; now has its ukrainian name: lviv. 
51 ekspozytura: here the name of the field structure of the second department of the general staff of the 

Polish army, i.e., branch no. 1 of the second general staff of the Polish army in Vilnius, etc.
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personnel from among local Polish nationalists and, most importantly, from 
various non-Polish, deeply conspiratorial anti-soviet elements.

the organization of PoW in ukraine was headed by lazoVert 52 
(state arbitrator of the ukrainian ssr), who led the partially liquidated 
center of PoW in ukraine (sKarbeK, 53 PolItur, 54 WIsznIeWsKI 55). 
In belarus, PoW was led by beneK 56 (People’s commissar for land of the 
belarusian ssr), who, like lazoVert, had been a member of the moscow 
PoW center since 1918.

the lead-uP to the antI-soVIet couP durIng the fIrst 
PerIod of the reVolutIon

during the early period of the russian revolution, there were efforts to 
organize an anti-soviet coup. they included actions aimed at undermin-
ing the brest-litovsk treaty and preparing for an anti-soviet uprising in 
collaboration with the followers of bucharin, as well as left-wing Esers. 57 
the goal was to encourage soviet russia to continue its war against ger-
many. by that time, PIŁsudsKI had already shifted his focus towards 
the entente powers and was managing the activities of his organizations 
according to the directives of the french staff.

members of this organization, including individuals like unŠlIcht, 
leŠInsKIJ, and dolecKIJ, along with bucharIn 58 and the Esers, de-
veloped a plan to arrest members of the council of People’s commissars 
(sovnarKom), including lenIn. to execute this plan, individuals like Pest-
KoVsKIJ 59 established contact with the french intelligence representative 

52 samuil lazovert (1885–1937): soviet lawyer of Jewish origin. member of the communist Party of 
bolsheviks of ukraine, state arbitrator at the council of People’s commissars of the ukrainian ssr. 
he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

53 bolesław skarbek-szacki (1888–1934): Polish communist; editor of the newspapers Komunista Polski, Głos 
Komunisty, Sierp, and Trybuna Radziecka.

54 henryk Politur-radziejowski (1899–1937): ukrainian scholar of Polish origin; deputy editor of the Kyiv 
newspaper Sierp in 1927–1929. In 1931, he became a researcher at the Institute of Polish culture and the 
head of the department at the Polish Pedagogical Institute. he was arrested in 1933 and sentenced to ten 
years of imprisonment. In 1937, he was sentenced again and executed.

55 Konstanty teofil Wiszniewski, aka Wiśniewski (1893–1937): Polish communist; editor of the newspapers 
Sztandar komunizmu and Sierp. In 1923, he became the deputy secretary of the Polish bureau of the 
communist Party (bolsheviks) ukraine (KPbu). Wiszniewski was sentenced and executed in 1937.

56 Kazimir benek (1895–1938): soviet official of belarusian origin; member of the cK VKP (b) of belarus. 
he was also a member of the central executive committee of the belarusian ssr and People’s commissar 
of agriculture of the bssr. he was arrested in 1937 and executed in 1938. 

57 Party of socialists-revolutionaries, esers, a left-wing political party founded in 1901 by revolutionaries 
originating from the so-called narodniks. It was illegal until the february revolution; after the october 
revolution, it was banned again by the bolsheviks. In 1922, sr leaders were arrested and sentenced to 
death or long prison terms. due to the protests of socialist activists of the second International, the 
death sentences were not carried out, but none of those tried ever left soviet prisons.

58 nikolaj bucharin (1888–1938): russian revolutionary and soviet politician; member of the VKP(b). 
candidate for membership in the central committee of the VKP(b) (1934–1937). chief editor of the 
newspaper Izvestija. leader of the so-called right-wing opposition within the VKP(b). he was arrested and 
executed in 1938.

59 stanislav Pestkovskij (1882–1937): soviet political activist of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). Political 
assistant in the secretariat of dmitrii manuilskij at comIntern. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 
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in moscow, general laVergne, 60 and worked with the Eser leadership. 
bobInsKIJ 61 amassed armed detachments to participate in the left-wing 
social revolutionary uprisings. additionally, efforts were made to prepare 
provocative military actions against the german forces on the demarca-
tion line using Polish units that had survived since KerensKIJ’s time.

despite the efforts, the plan for an anti-soviet coup and continu-
ation of war with germany did not succeed. subsequently, the moscow 
branch of PoW followed the directives provided by laVergne, as well 
as those of PIŁsudsKI’s aide-de-camp, as well as WIenIaWa-dŁugo-
szoWsKI, 62 an important member of PoW who had arrived on soviet 
territory illegally. as a result, the organization shifted its focus to making 
preparations for the intervention against soviet russia. these Polish ac-
tivists and revolutionaries accomplished this goal by creating their own 
armed forces under the guise of forming Polish units within the red army.

the so-called Western rifle division that was formed in late 1918 
and included, for the most part, Polish soldiers, had its entire command 
structure taken over by members of PoW (division commanders ma-
KoVsKIJ 63 and longVa; commissars lazoVert and slaVInsKIJ; 64 
brigade commanders maJeVsKIJ 65 and dlussKIJ 66; brigade commissars 
scIbor, 67 gruzel 68 and ČernIcKIJ 69). regimental commanders with-
in the division were also members of PoW. these members formed PoW 
groups within various units of the division.

60 Jean guillaume lavergne: head of the french military mission in russia during the civil War. 
61 stanislav bobinskij (1882–1937): soviet revolutionary of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). secretary of 

the Polish bureau of the cK of the russian communist Party (bolsheviks) and member of the executive 
committee of comIntern. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

62 bolesław Wieniawa-długoszowski (1881–1942): Polish general and diplomat; a trusted man of Józef 
Piłsudski. In 1937, he was the commander of the cavalry division in Warsaw. In 1938–1940, he served as 
Polish ambassador to Italy. 

63 Jerzy, aka yurii makovskij (1889–1937): soviet official of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). he was 
an employee of the foreign department of the ogPu, and head of the special department of the main 
directorate of the nKVd for the omsk region. he was arrested in 1935 and executed in 1937. 

64 adam slavinskij, aka Kočarovskij (1885–1937): soviet official of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). 
In 1934–1937, he was head of the inspection group at the central directorate of roads of the People’s 
commissariat for communications. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

65 stanisław majewski: in 1918, he was a soldier in the Warsaw revolutionary red regiment. In 1919, 
he served at the school of Instructors of the Western rifle division.

66 the spelling is as it appears in the document. the correct spelling is stanislav dluskij, aka stanislav Štylʹ- 
-flatau (1906–1936?): soviet communist activist of Polish origin; head of the party school in Kyiv. head of 
the foreign aid bureau of the communist Party of Western ukraine (KPzu). he was arrested in 1935 and 
held in custody by the special corps of the nKVd of the ukrainian ssr.

67 Władysław Ścibor (1891–1938): Polish communist activist. In 1918, he started serving at the Warsaw 
revolutionary red regiment as a political commissar.

68 Vaclav gruzel (1884–1937): Polish military and soviet official; member of the VKP(b). military commissar of  
the 52nd rifle division, Western and southern fronts (1918–1921); senior secretary of the collegiate 
of the caucasus communist Party under the central committee of the VKP(b) for the yaroslavl region. 
he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

69 stepan Černickij (1884–1934): soviet military; member of the VKP(b). In 1920, he became the 
Сommissar of the fifty-third border division; later, deputy head of the special Inspection of the main 
directorate of the Workers and Peasants’ militia (rKm) attached to the council of People’s commissars 
(snK) of rsfsr. he died in 1934.
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defeatIst actIVIty durIng the soVIet-PolIsh War

In early 1919, the Western front became the primary theater of opera-
tion for the moscow branch of PoW. utilizing the presence of some of its 
members in leadership positions within the front’s headquarters (un-
ŠlIcht, a member of the revolutionary military council, or rVs; muK-
leWIcz, the commissar of the front’s headquarters; staŠeVsKIJ, 70 head 
of the Intelligence department of the front’s headquarters; budKeVIČ, 71 
commissar of the sixteenth army’s headquarters; medVed ,́ olsKIJ, 
PolIČKeVIČ, 72 ČacKIJ 73) in the belarusian government (cIchoVsKIJ, 74 
chairman of the all-belarusian central executive committee, or tsIK, 
of the lithuanian-belarusian republic), the organization extensively en-
gaged in activities aimed at defeating the red army and aiding the Polish 
capture of belarus.

the organization’s first major operation on the frontlines led to the 
surrender of Wilno to the Poles, orchestrated by unŠlIcht, who had tak-
en control of the defense of the lithuanian-belarusian republic. 75

throughout various parts of the Western front, the organization 
concentrated a significant number of its supporters, gathering them from 
different regions of the country under the guise of mobilizing Polish “com-
munists” for the front. they infiltrated various soviet institutions within 
the front and assumed leadership of the local PoW in belarus (“Kn-1”), 
which had been established by the Poles independently of the moscow 
center.

subsequently, during the entire soviet-Polish war and under un-
ŠlIcht’s leadership, the organization not only provided the Polish com-
mand with crucial information about the plans and actions of our army 
on the Western front (unŠlIcht communicated the plan of attack on 
Warsaw to the Poles), but also carried out a systematic effort to influ-
ence the front’s operational plans in a direction favorable to the Poles. 

70 artur staševskij, aka giršfelʹd (1890–1937): soviet military of Jewish origin; member of the VKP(b). 
In 1924–1925, he was the leader of the united residency (foreign Intelligence of the VchK – ogPu and 
Intelligence directorate of the rKKa) in berlin. from 1925 to 1936, he held various positions in the 
People’s commissariat for external trade and served as soviet trade representative in spain. he was 
arrested and executed in 1937. 

71 adam budkevič (1912–1937): soviet official of Polish origin. he was involved in alcohol production at the 
Pokryshev distillery. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

72 Vaclav Poličkevič (1890–1937): soviet military of Polish origin; member of the VKP (b). he held the rank of 
senior lieutenant of the state security. he was arrested and executed in 1937.

73 stanislav Čackij (1899–1937): soviet official; senior lieutenant of the state security; member of the VKP(b). 
In 1920, he joined the special department of the VchK. he worked for the nKVd foreign department. he 
was arrested and executed in 1937.

74 Kazimir cichovskij, aka Vysockij (1887–1937): soviet political activist of Polish origin; member of 
the Polish communist Party. he worked for the Personnel department of the comIntern executive 
committee (IKKI). during the spanish civil War, he was in the International brigades. he was arrested 
and executed in 1937. 

75 lithuanian-belarusian soviet socialist republic: puppet state established in 1919 on the territories 
occupied by the red army in what are now modern belarus and lithuania.
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PoW also initiated extensive sabotage and insurgency work in the rear of 
the Western front.

In light of the facts established by the current investigation, there 
is no doubt that the disbanded PoW organization, led by unŠlIcht, 
played a significant role in thwarting the red army’s advance on Warsaw. 

fascIst natIonalIst actIVIty among the PolIsh 
PoPulatIon In the ussr

during the civil War, alongside active sabotage and insurgent activities, 
locally established PoW entities, independent of the moscow center, con-
ducted extensive nationalist work among the local Polish population in 
belarus (“Kn-1”), ukraine (“Kn-3”), siberia, and other regions.

after the conclusion of the soviet-Polish War, local PoW organiza-
tions adapted to the conditions of peacetime. the overall coordination of 
their anti-soviet activities shifted to the PoW center in moscow, which 
continued to conduct a widespread, ongoing fascist-nationalist campaign 
among the Polish population of the ussr.

especially active from the late 1920s onward was the broad infiltra-
tion of Polish agents into key positions within the entire system of the so-
viet party institutions responsible for working with the Polish population 
of the ussr. this system was then used to carry out the work of “PoW”.

members of PoW, heltman 76 and neJman, 77 infiltrated positions 
as secretaries of the Politburo tsK VKP(b). VnoroVsKIJ, 78  VonsoVsKIJ, 79 
and mazePus 80 assumed roles in the Politburo tsK VKP(b) of belarus. 
sKarbeK, lazoVert, and others did the same within the Politburo tsK 
VKP(b) of ukraine. dombalʹ 81 served as the editor of Trybuna Radziecka 

76 stefan heltman (1886–1937): political activist of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). In 1924–1925, 
he served as the secretary of the Politburo of cK VKP(b). later, he was the deputy chairman of the 
scientific and technical council of the People’s commissariat for grain and animal husbandry of the 
ussr. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

77 Jan nejman (1894–1937): communist activist of Polish origin. In 1927–1930, he served as the secretary 
of the central Polish bureau (tsPb) of the cK VKP(b). In 1930–1933, he was the chief editor of Trybuna 
Radziecka. he was arrested on 26 January 1937; sentenced and executed on 21 august 1937. nejman was 
rehabilitated on 15 september 1956.

78 Vladislav Vnorovskij (1897–1937?): political activist of Polish origin. In 1921–1923, he served as the 
chairman and secretary of the russian–ukrainian delegation in Poland. he was also the secretary of the 
Polish bureau of cK VKP(b) of belarus. Vnorovskij was arrested in 1937 and executed.

79 bronislav Vonsovskij (1898–1938): soviet political activist of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). In 1925, 
he became the member of the Polish bureau of the cK VKP(b) of belarus. he was arrested and executed in 
1937.

80 mečislav mazepus (1893–1937): soviet military of Polish origin; member of the communist Party of 
Poland and VKP(b). he served in the main directorate of state security (gugb nKVd). he held the rank 
of senior lieutenant in the state security agencies. he was arrested in 1936 and executed in 1937. 

81 tomaš dombalʹ (1890–1937): political activist of Polish origin. doctor of economic sciences, academician, 
and member of the VKP(b). he worked as the head of the department at the moscow Institute of 
mechanization and electrification of socialist agriculture. he was arrested in 1936 and executed in 1937. 
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in moscow, while PrInz 82 and ŽarsKIJ 83 worked as editors of Polish 
newspapers in minsk. other members of PoW took control of the edito-
rial positions in Polish newspapers in ukraine, as well as Polish sections 
of the People’s commissariats of education (narKomPros), Polish pub-
lishing houses, technical colleges, schools, and clubs in various regions 
of the ussr.

utilizing their official positions and their authority to allocate per-
sonnel, heltman and neJman dispatched members of PoW from mos-
cow. these members concealed their affiliations behind their party mem-
bership cards to engage in party, cultural, educational, and economic work 
in various regions of the ussr where Polish populations resided. they 
were not limited to ukraine, belarus, and leningrad but were also sent 
to the urals, siberia, and the far east, where Polish intelligence carried 
out active, hitherto undiscovered operations in collaboration with Japa-
nese intelligence.

the organization actively exploited its infiltration into the system 
of soviet party institutions to create local grassroots PoW groups and 
expand its extensive chauvinistic and Polonization efforts that continue 
to this day. the primary objective remains the preparation of diversion-
ary and insurgent personnel for potential armed anti-soviet actions in 
the event of war.

these same objectives were pursued through the establishment – un-
der the influence of PoW – of Polish national rural councils and districts 
in border regions, often in areas with minority Polish populations. this 
also provided PoW with an opportunity for Polonization efforts among 
ukrainians and belarusians-catholics.

the organization extensively leveraged its penetration into the sys-
tem of the soviet party institutions working with the Polish population to 
conduct comprehensive espionage activities through its extensive agent 
network across various regions of the country.

82 evgenij Prinz (?–1937): chief editor of the Polish-language newspaper Orka, published in belarus between 
1926–1937. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

83 genrich Žarskij (1902–1937): soviet journalist of Jewish origin; member of the VKP(b). he served as an 
editor for the newspaper Orka in minsk. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 
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utIlIzatIon of trotsKyIsts and other antI-soVIet 
organIzatIons by PolIsh IntellIgence

In its practical subversive, espionage, terrorist, and sabotage activities 
within the territory of the ussr, Polish intelligence extensively relies on 
trotskyite agents and right-wing traitors.

In 1931, unŠlIcht and muKleVIČ, having established connections 
with the anti-soviet trotskyite center represented by PIataKoV 84 and later 
with KameneV, 85 reached an agreement with them on conducting joint 
subversive and destructive activities. together with members of PoW and 
trotskyite-zinovievite 86 elements, they aimed to undermine the country’s 
national economy, particularly within the military industry.

In september 1932, unŠlIcht also established contact with the 
right-wing traitors and received approval from bucharIn for the col-
laboration between the right-wing elements and PoW in their subversive 
activities. 

finally, in 1933 with PIataKoV’s consent, unŠlIcht established 
contact with the traitor tuKhacheVsKIJ, obtaining information about 
his dealings with the german fascists. they reached an agreement to 
jointly work towards the liquidation of soviet power and the restoration 
of capitalism in the ussr. unŠlIcht negotiated with tuKhacheVsKIJ 
to provide crucial espionage information to Polish intelligence regarding 
the red army (rKKa) and to make the soviet Western front accessible 
to the Poles in the event of war.

all local PoW organizations conducted anti-soviet activities in close 
coordination with trotskyites, right-wing elements, and various anti-soviet 
nationalist organizations in ukraine, belarus, and other regions.

PolIsh esPIonage In the ussr

regardless of the activities of its lower-level espionage network, up until 
its liquidation the moscow PoW center systematically provided Polish in-
telligence with crucial information about the military, economic, and po-
litical situation in the ussr. this included operational and mobilization 

84 georgii, aka yurii Piatakov (1890–1937): soviet official; member of VKP(b). In 1931–1932, he served as the 
deputy chairman of the supreme board of the national economy (VsnKh) of the ussr; in 1932–1934, 
he was deputy People’s commissar of heavy Industry; in 1934–1936, 1st deputy People’s commissar of 
heavy Industry. he was arrested in 1936 and executed in 1937. 

85 lev Kamenev, aka rozenfeld (1883–1936): soviet official of Jewish origin; member of the VKP(b) 
(repeatedly expelled and reinstated). he was the director of the maksim gorkii Institute of World 
literature of the ussr academy of sciences. he was sentenced to death and executed in 1936. 

86 In december 1925, at the xIV congress of the VKP(b), grigorij zinoviev, with the support of lev Kamenev 
and the delegation from leningrad, spoke out against the group led by Joseph stalin, which included 
Vjačeslav molotov, alexej rykov, nikolaj bucharin, and others. 
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materials from the red army general staff, to which unŠlIcht, muK-
leVIČ, budKeVIČ, bronKoWsKI, longVa, and other members of the 
moscow center had access through their official positions.

concurrently, the moscow PoW center and resident agents of the 
second department of PgŠ 87 conducted extensive recruitment of spies 
among non-Polish elements. for example, in 1932 unŠlIcht successful-
ly recruited the head of the rKKa artillery directorate, IefImoV, 88 and 
obtained from him comprehensive information about the state of the ar-
tillery armaments in the red army. another member of the moscow PoW 
center, PestKoVsKIJ, carried out several recruitments within comIntern, 
scientific institutes, and other organizations, mainly recruiting non-Polish 
agents directly for Polish intelligence and, only in some cases, for PoW. 
the Warsaw center occasionally authorized the inclusion of non-Polish 
elements (russians or ukrainians) in PoW. loganoVsKIJ created a sig-
nificant espionage network within the narKomIndel.

sosnoVsKIJ, resident agent of the second department of the PgŠ, 
and his deputy lieutenant colonel VItKoVsKIJ conducted particularly 
extensive recruitment work. 

for Polish intelligence, sosnoVsKIJ successfully recruited assistant 
chief of the rKKa, KarIn, 89 who had been a german agent since 1916; 
assistant chief of the razvedupr rKKa, meIer; 90 assistant Prosecutor 
of the ussr, Pruss; 91 deputy head of the dmitrovskij camp of nKVd, 
PuzIcKIJ; 92 and several other individuals occupying high-level positions 
in rKKa – ogPu – nKVd and central government institutions.

WItKoWsKI, who had been infiltrated into VchK by sosnoVsKIJ 
in 1920, was later transferred to work in transportation and held manage-
rial positions within the national economy. by the time of his arrest, he 
had created a large subversive and espionage network, consisting primar-
ily of highly qualified professionals.

the red army continued to be a significant channel of infiltration 
for Polish intelligence. this espionage network persisted until the present 
day. one notable entry point was the so-called moscow school of the red 

87 the second department of the Polish general staff, which was responsible for military intelligence and 
counterintelligence.

88 nikolaj efimov (1897–1937): soviet military; member of the VKP(b). he served as head of the artillery 
directorate of the rKKa. he was arrested and executed in1937. 

89 fedor Karin, aka todres Krutianskij (1896–1937): soviet military of Jewish origin; member of VKP(b). he 
served as head of the second department of the red army’s main Political directorate (ru rKKa). he 
held the rank of corps commissar. he was arrested, sentenced and executed in 1937. 

90 lev meier-zakharov (1899–1937): soviet military; member of the VKP(b). he served as the deputy head of 
the ru rKKa. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

91 Iosif Pruss (1891–1937): soviet official of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). he served as the deputy 
Prosecutor of the ussr. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

92 sergej PuziсcKij (1895–1937): soviet military; member of the VKP(b). he served as the deputy head of the 
dmitrovsk forced labor camp of the nKVd. he held the rank of the state security commissar of the third 
level. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 
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communards, which existed from 1920 to 1927 (prior to its disbanding, it 
was known as the unŠlIcht united military school). 

this military school, especially during its initial period of existence, 
was staffed with Poles who were sent there by the Polish bureau attached to 
central and local party organizations. members of PoW who had infiltrat-
ed the Polish bureau directed individuals (including those who were already 
within the organization, as well potential agents of Polish intelligence) to the 
red communards school. these potential agents often maintained their pres-
ence in the ussr by posing as captives who were unwilling to return to Po-
land after the soviet–Polish War, or by presenting themselves as defectors. In 
the school itself, a strong PoW group conducted its own recruitment efforts.

the school trained personnel for commanding positions in infan-
try, cavalry, and artillery specialties, and these people were sent to various 
parts of the red army; inevitably, among them there were Polish spies who 
had graduated from the school.

communication with Warsaw was systematically maintained with 
the help of various methods. Prominent representatives of the Warsaw 
PoW center, as well as those of the second department of PgŠ, regular-
ly visited the ussr. they established contact with unŠlIcht, Pest-
KoVsKIJ, sosnoVsKIJ, VtKoVsKIJ, bortnoVsKIJ, and others.

these representatives traveled to the ussr under various official 
pretexts (as diplomatic couriers, inspectors of Polish diplomatic missions, 
businessmen), under personal cover {as tourists, for family visits, transit-
ing}, 93 and even illegally. specifically, to maintain regular contact with 
sosnoVsKIJ and olsKIJ, the personnel of the Polish military attaché in 
moscow included KoWalsKI 94 and KobylaŃsKI 95 – officers of the PgŠ 
second department who were close to PIŁsudsKI. these meetings were 
legalized by organizing fictitious recruitment of two officers for ogPu 
by olsKIJ and sosnoVsKIJ.

a number of organization members had covert contacts with the 
Polish military attaché in moscow and other members of the embassy 
residency (WIŚlaK, 96 budKIeVyČ, dombal,́ nauIsKaytIs, 97  KonIc, 
and others).

93 text enclosed in curly braces {...} is text inserted between lines.
94 tadeusz Kowalski (1896–?): Polish military, lieutenant in the Polish army, assistant military attaché 

of Poland in moscow. In 1924, he was recruited by the ogPu. In 1931, he started working at the Polish 
legation in tallinn. In 1933, he served as the military attaché at the Polish consulate in Daugavpils.

95 tadeusz Kobylański (1895–1967): Polish military and diplomat. In 1923, he started working at the second 
department of the Polish ministry of defense. In 1924, he became the assistant military attaché of 
Poland in moscow. In february 1929, he was transferred to the Polish ministry of foreign affairs. In 
1935–1939, he served as the acting Vice director of the Political and economic department of the Polish 
ministry of foreign affairs and as the head of the eastern division of the ministry.

96 Jan Wiślak, aka hempel (1877–1937): Polish communist. he worked at Trybuna Radziecka. he was arrested 
and executed in 1937. 

97 Kazimir nauiokaytis (1896–1938): soviet official of lithuanian origin; member of the VKP(b). he was the 
head of the regional department of counterintelligence of the nKVd in saratov oblast. he was arrested 
and executed in 1937. 
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others members of PoW who infiltrated positions that allowed them 
to officially meet the embassies’ staff used their locations for espionage 
and communication (loganoVsKIJ, at official receptions; morŠtyn, 
at the People’s commissariat for foreign affairs or nKId; PestKoVsKIJ, 
within various Polish-soviet committees, etc.) 

members of the organization who were working abroad, in either 
official soviet or undercover positions, established contacts with repre-
sentatives of PoW and the second department of PgŠ (loganoVsKIJ 
and baransKIJ in Warsaw; borŽozoVsKIJ  98 in finland, czechoslova-
kia, and Japan; leŠInsKIJ in copenhagen; budKIeVyČ in france, etc.).

finally, several high-ranking resident agents (sosnoVsKIJ and 
PestKoVsKIJ) had complex codes and passwords for communication. 

through these communication channels, all the intelligence infor-
mation, especially in regards to the activities of the organization, was sys-
tematically transmitted to Warsaw. In return, the main center of PoW and 
the second department of PgŠ provided financial support and directives 
for the organization’s activities.

sabotage and subVersIVe actIVItIes of PolIsh 
IntellIgence WIthIn the soVIet natIonal economy

following the end of the civil War, Polish intelligence – through the mos-
cow PoW center and other co-existing channels – began subversive ac-
tivities initially aimed at disrupting the reconstruction of the soviet in-
dustrial sector.

In 1925 during his visit to moscow, a representative of the Warsaw 
PoW center, m. soKolnIcKI, 99 conveyed a directive to unŠlIcht: the 
moscow center had to intensify its subversive work. shortly after, the 
directive was supplemented with instructions to transition to sabotage 
operations.

In accordance with these directives and up until its liquidation, the 
moscow PoW center carried out a wide range of sabotage and subversive 
activities aimed at undermining the defense capabilities of the ussr.

Prominent members of PoW infiltrated the leadership of the red 
army (rKKa) and the red navy (rKKf), as well as civilian institutions 
responsible for defense matters (rKKa general staff, the directorate of 

98 the spelling is as it appears in the document. the correct name is genrich bržozovskij (1899–1937): soviet 
military of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). he served as the deputy head of the main directorate of 
state security (gugb) of the nKVd. he was arrested in 1936 and executed in 1937. 

99 michał sokolnicki (1880–1967): Polish politician and diplomat; member of the Polish socialist Party (PPs). 
In 1931–1936, he served as Polish envoy in denmark, then as the Polish envoy in turkey in 1936–1945. 
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naval forces, defense, transport, and metallurgy sectors of the state Plan-
ning committee, or gosPlan of the ussr, the main directorate of mari-
time shipbuilding, or glavmorProm, and others).

In 1925, the military-economic department of the mobilization man-
agement was formed at the rKKa headquarters. a PoW member, s. bot-
ner, 100 was infiltrated into this department’s top position. he participat-
ed in active espionage and the subversive gorbatIuK 101 group, which 
operated within the military-scientific sector.

together with gorbatIuK, botner conducted significant subver-
sive work within the mobilization department of the rKKa headquarters, 
aimed at preparing for the defeat of the soviet union in the impending war.

for example, when working on mobilization issues, the group, by shift-
ing the focus to rear support issues, intentionally reduced the army’s requests 
for wartime resources, claiming they were artificially inflated. the timelines 
for mobilizing the industrial sector were extended to a year or more, essen-
tially leaving several enterprises unprepared for the defense. as for resolv-
ing issues related to supplying the red army with military equipment and 
improving its effectiveness, they were systematically delayed.

In 1927, the gosPlan defense sector was established. It was supposed 
to play a major role in the preparation of the country’s defense, industrial 
mobilization, and transport.

to seize control of this crucial sector, the moscow center of PoW 
infiltrated key positions in the defense sector of gosPlan. Initially, the 
center placed the abovementioned botner in the leadership position 
within the sector. later, with the assistance of botner and unŠlIcht, 
other members of PoW, V. a. KolesInsKIJ, 102 anna muKleVIČ, 103 and 
zaslaw ŠIrInsKIJ, infiltrated this sector. In 1931, unŠlIcht, the deputy 
chairman of gosPlan, also became part of this infiltration. these indi-
viduals, in turn, engaged the leading employees of the defense sector in 
their organization.

In terms of its practical activities, PoW’s primary goal was to un-
dermine the development of the military-industrial complex. 

Initially, PoW members openly opposed the construction of military 
factories, arguing that it was too expensive and unaffordable. subsequently, 

100 stefan botner (1890–1937): soviet official of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). he served as head of the 
defense sector of gosPlan, as well as senior editor of the Voiennaia mysl magazine. he was arrested and 
executed in 1937. 

101 aleksandr gorbatiuk (1891–1937): soviet military; member of the VKP(b); served under the command of 
the Personnel directorate of the rKKa. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

102 Vaclav Kolesinskij (1898–1937): soviet functionary of Polish origin. he served as the deputy head of the 
second main directorate of the People’s commissariat of defense Industry (nKoP). he was arrested, 
sentenced and executed in 1937. 

103 anna muklevič (1900–1937): soviet functionary; member of the VKP(b). she served as head of the 
department of material balances and material supply of gosPlan. she was arrested and executed in 1937. 
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they subversively recommended that military production should be inte-
grated with civilian industries.

to achieve this goal, unŠlIcht, KolesInsKIJ, botner, and oth-
ers aligned themselves with the anti-soviet trotskyist group headed by 
smIlga 104 (the group was part of the supreme council of the national 
economy, or VsnKh).

consequently, moving away from risky, explicit opposition to mili-
tary construction, the organization adopted more covert methods of un-
dermining the soviet defense base. 

While working out the plans for the capital construction of the mili-
tary-industrial complex, the members of the organization deliberately dis-
persed funds among various construction projects and failed to provide 
the necessary resources for projects of critical importance. as a result, the 
construction of military plants was prolonged, incompetence within indi-
vidual workshops was fostered, and the practice of construction without 
proper plans was encouraged.

In this regard, the disruption of the construction and reconstruction 
of ammunition factories is particularly telling. this disruption, combined 
with other subversive actions, was intended to create an “ammunition 
famine” during wartime.

In some regions, such as the urals, only munition factories were 
built, while ammunition factories were absent. this led and continues to 
lead to a situation in which the production of projectile bodies is located 
thousands of kilometers away from where they can be equipped. In cases 
when the construction of ammunition factories did take place, their de-
velopment was intentionally slowed down, while the infrastructure sup-
porting these factories (water, steam, energy, sewage) was disrupted.

the construction and reconstruction of projectile body production 
plants was intentionally disrupted as well. unŠlIcht, KolesInsKIJ, and 
botner, in active cooperation with the trotskyist organization within 
the industry (PIataKoV, smIlga, Jerman, 105 KroŽeVsKIJ 106), deliber-
ately reduced the capacity of these plants, prolonging their construction 
and reconstruction.

104 Ivan smilga (1892–1938): soviet politician of latvian origin. he was expelled from the VKP(b) in 1934 as 
a trotskyist. In 1924–1927, he was director of the moscow Institute of national economy. he was arrested 
in 1928 and sentenced to four years of exile. he was released in 1929 and worked as the deputy chairman 
of gosPlan and a member of the Presidium of VsnKh. he was arrested again in 1935 and sentenced to five 
years of imprisonment. In 1938, he was executed. 

105 semen erman (1900–1937): soviet official of Jewish origin; member of the VKP(b). he served as the deputy 
head of the main military mobilization department in the People’s commissariat of heavy Industry 
(narKomtiazhProm). he was arrested in 1936 and executed in 1937. 

106 markel Kroževskij (1898–1937): soviet official of Jewish origin; member of the VKP(b). he served as the 
deputy head of the main military mobilization department of the narKomtiazhProm. he was arrested 
in 1936 and was sentenced and executed in 1937. 
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a similar situation existed with the production of gunpowder. during the 
planning stage of the new gunpowder factories within the defense sector 
of gosPlan, unŠlIcht, KolesInsKIJ, and botner adopted and im-
plemented ratajčak’s 107 subversive instructions, including calculations of 
capacity based on outdated norms. concurrently, subversion was carried 
out to delay the construction of new facilities (e.g., the aleksin gunpowder 
Plant in the moscow region), to disrupt the supporting infrastructure of 
gunpowder factories, and to sabotage the reconstruction of old gunpowder 
plants (Kazan Plant no. 40, Kosiakov Plant no. 14, etc.).

In terms of planning, PoW intentionally underestimated consump-
tion plans for metals for military orders and provided false and knowingly 
understated information about the production capacities of the defense 
industry, arguing that the procurement plans of the military commissariat 
(VoienVed) for the defense industry were unachievable. the mobilization 
orders from the VoienVed and the People’s commissariat of communi-
cation routes (nKPs) were reduced drastically, resulting in year-to-year 
underperformance of the defense construction programs and shortages 
in mobilization reserves.

Plans for providing mobilized industry with labor were abandoned 
for several years.

despite the deficit in supplying military production with non-fer-
rous metals during wartime, measures to replace non-ferrous metals were 
deliberately delayed, just like the development of the rare-metal industries.

certain areas of mobilization preparation within the defense sec-
tor of gosPlan were intentionally neglected, particularly in the fields of 
healthcare and agriculture.

specif ically, unŠlIcht, with the help of the trotskyist 
 JemŠanoV, 108 whom he recruited, conducted significant subversive work 
within the transportation sector of gosPlan.

these subversive actions were aimed at disrupting the delivery of 
raw materials for factories and impeding the export of finished goods. this 
result was achieved by intentionally lowering the norms and indicators. 
necessary repairs to transportation were consistently delayed by decreas-
ing nKPs requests for metal. the elimination of areas of congestion was 
artificially slowed down through subversive allocation of funds when ap-
proving capital construction projects within the transportation industry.

107 stanislav ratajčak (1894–1937): soviet functionary of german origin; member of the VKP(b). he served as 
the head of the main department of chemical Industry at narKomtiazhProm. he was arrested in 1936 
and executed in 1937. 

108 aleksandr emšanov (1891–1937): soviet functionary, manager of the caucasian railway (KVzhd). In 
1926–1931, he served as the chairman of the KVzhd board. In 1931–1934, he headed the transportation 
sector of the state gosPlan. In 1934, he started working as the head of the moscow–donbass railway. 
he was arrested and executed in 1937. 
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for an extended period, the plan for mobilization transportation 
along railway routes was drafted in such a way that economic transpor-
tation would almost entirely cease upon the outbreak of war. this would 
have meant a disruption of industrial mobilization and ordinary life in 
the rear of the country.

one of the leaders of PoW, r. a. muKleVIČ, carried out serious 
subversive and diversionary work within the framework of the naval fleet 
and the main directorate of glavmorProm.

from the moment of his appointment as the chief of the Workers 
and Peasants’ red navy (rKKf) in 1925, muKleVIČ energetically assem-
bled anti-soviet personnel to be utilized within PoW. 

muKleVIČ involved his deputy, the zinovievite P. I. KurKoV 109 
(he was a member of an anti-soviet organization within the navy), in sub-
versive work and used this group to the advantage of PoW.

muKleVIČ’s subversive work in the navy began with the slow-
down of construction of a torpedo boat, a patrol ship, and the first series 
of submarines. the design of these vessels was entrusted to IgnatIeV, 110 
who headed a group of subversives within the committee of science and 
technology. the deadlines for the design and construction of these vessels, 
which had been approved by the revolutionary military council (rev-
Voiensovet), were arbitrarily violated and changed. Vessels that had been 
laid down on slipways were dismantled and re-laid multiple times. orders 
for equipment were untimely and incomplete.

upon assuming the position of the head of the main directorate of 
glavmorProm in 1934, muKleVIČ formed a subversive and diversionary 
organization there while maintaining contact with the anti-soviet orga-
nization within rKKf.

muKleVIČ involved more than twenty leading specialists from 
among the trotskyists, zinovievites, and anti-soviet-minded specialists in 
the subversive organization within the shipbuilding industry. With their 
assistance, muKleVIČ launched extensive subversive and diversionary 
activities in glavmorProm and at shipbuilding plants.

as a result of this activity, the construction and delivery of a num-
ber of ships and submarines to VoienVed were delayed. for example, by 
delaying the production of diesel engines, the delivery of submarines to 
the far east in the current year was disrupted. In the case of the Maliutka 

109 Petr Kurkov (1889–1937): soviet military; member of the VKP(b). he worked at the People’s commissariat 
of defense (nKo) in the personnel management department of the rKKa. he was arrested and executed 
in 1937.

110 nikolaj Ignatiev (1880–1938): soviet scientist, not party-affiliated. he was the deputy head of 
department “a” at the scientific research Institute of naval shipbuilding. In 1931, he was sentenced 
to death with commutation to ten years of forced labor. he was released in 1934, arrested again in 1937, 
and executed in 1938. 
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submarine, its dimensions were maliciously increased, making it impos-
sible to transport by railway. the construction of serial destroyers was 
disrupted. on the flagman-destroyers, the hull of the ships were made too 
light, hindering the use of aft artillery. on cruisers, different parts of an-
ti-aircraft artillery were placed in such a way that they could not be used 
simultaneously. the preparation of slipways for the laying of battleships 
at the nikolaiev shipyards was disrupted as well.

In accordance with the agreement with the anti-soviet organization 
within the rKKf, the testing of already completed ships was systemati-
cally delayed, and they were not put into service.

In addition to extensive subversive activities, muKleVIČ also pre-
pared acts of sabotage.

for example, as directed by muKleVIČ, two members of PoW 
within the shipbuilding industry, streltsoV 111 and brodsKIJ, were to 
disable the large slipways at the baltic shipyard. the plan was to carry 
out this act of sabotage either by closing electrical circuits, which were 
abundant in the surrounding scaffolding, or by organizing an explosion. 
however, muKleVIČ was unable to proceed with this plan. 

Preparations were also made to disable a number of major defense 
plants in leningrad, including certain units of the Kirov Plant. the Plant’s 
assistant director, leon marKoVsKIJ, 112 was also a member of PoW.

sabotage groups were created at major aviation plants (Plant no. 22, 
Perm aviation Plant, etc.) and artillery plants (molotov Plant, Barrikady, 
tula Plant, Kiev arsenal). Within the chemical industry, individuals such 
as loganoVsKIJ, budnIaK, 113 artamonoV, 114 and baransKIJ orga-
nized sabotage groups as well.

the largest base for the sabotage network within the industry was 
created by defectors and emigrants from Poland who had settled mainly in 
the urals and siberia. however, in recent years major defense enterprises 
have been purged of these elements. therefore, in order to create a highly 
conspiratorial sabotage network, Polish intelligence and PoW recruited 
various non-Polish elements who have been working in the defense indus-
try but have not been exposed.

111 boris strelcov-zal (1886–1937): soviet naval engineer of Jewish origin; member of the VKP(b). he worked 
as chief engineer of the baltic shipyard, as well as the head of the second main directorate of the nKoP. 
he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

112 leon markovskij (1895–1937): soviet official of Jewish origin; member of the VKP(b). he was the deputy 
director in charge of administrative and economic affairs at the Kirov Plant. he was arrested and 
executed 1937. 

113 daniil budniak (1886–?): soviet functionary of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). he was director of 
the Barrikady factory in stalingrad. he was arrested in 1937.

114 Konstantin artamonov (1892–1937): soviet functionary; member of the VKP(b). he was deputy head 
of the third main directorate of the People’s commissariat for defense Industry of the ussr. he was 
arrested and executed in 1937. 
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the diversionary activities of Polish intelligence were primarily fo-
cused on the railways of the Western theater of war and the trans-siberi-
an railway, especially its ural section. the aim of these activities was to 
cut off the far east from the central part of the soviet union. however, 
the work of exposing the Polish diversionary groups within the transpor-
tation sector still remains largely unfinished.

In some cases, to test the readiness of the diversionary network cre-
ated for wartime, the organization carried out diversionary acts in several 
locations.

for example, under the directive of the ukrainian PoW center, 
 WeIcht, 115 a member of PoW in the dnipropetrovsk oblast, carried out 
a diversionary act at the Kamʹianska power station, resulting in its com-
plete destruction.

terrorIst WorK of PolIsh IntellIgence

under directives from Warsaw, individuals like unŠlIcht, PestKoVsKIJ, 
maKoVsKIJ, dombal,́ WIŚlaK, and matuszeWsKI, along with the 
trotskyists, were engaged in preparing the central terrorist acts.

for instance, matuszeWsKI established a PoW group within the 
moscow police apparatus and involved a considerable number of police 
personnel (including non-Poles) in it. together with ŠIProVsKIJ 116 (for-
mer secretary of the Police Party committee, or PartKom), he conducted 
subversive activities within various sections of the police service (exter-
nal service, communications, metro security, and the Police communist 
educational Institution, or KomVuz).

following the directives, dombaĺ, matuszeWsKI, and ŠIProVsKIJ 
prepared central terrorist acts, taking advantage of the fact that group mem-
bers were in charge of securing facilities frequented by government officials.

recruited by sosnoVsKIJ in saratov, the Polish agent KasPer-
sKIJ 117 (editor of the regional newspaper Kommunist) was part of the 
trotskyist organization. he was linked with the saratov regional trotskyist 
center and, in addition to his involvement in its subversive and sabotage 

115 edward Weicht (1902–1937): soviet electrician of Polish origin. he worked at the dniprodzerzhynsk 
branch of the all-union electrical association. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

116 adam Šiprovskij (1893–1937): soviet communist of Polish origin. he was secretary of the Party committee 
of the main directorate of the Workers’ and Peasants’ militia (rKМ). he was arrested and executed in 
1937. 

117 Vladimir Kasperskij (1896–1938): soviet writer and journalist; member of the VKP(b). he was a writer and 
senior editor of the newspaper Pravda Saratovskogo kraia; chief editor of the newspaper Kommunist. he was 
arrested in 1937 and executed in 1938. 
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activities (at a plant for combine harvesters, a lead-acid battery plant, 
Plant 195, etc.), he also participated in preparing central terrorist acts.

sosnoVsKIJ and PIlar, who took part in preparing terrorist acts, 
also had a business contact with the regional trotskyist center in saratov.

through KasPersKIJ, the saratov PoW group had connections 
with an anti-soviet right-wing organization in saratov.

the PoW branch in dnepropetrovsk oblast, which is currently being 
eliminated, was involved in preparing central terrorist acts in collabora-
tion with the trotskyist and left-wing esers organization in dneprodzer-
zhynsk. PoW was in contact with them throughout their subversive and 
damaging activities.

In addition to terrorist activities, moscow PoW center received a di-
rective to prepare several combat groups for committing central terrorist 
acts at such time that military aggression occurred against the ussr.

the work of creating such groups was led by PestKoVsKIJ, a mem-
ber of the moscow PoW center.

sabotage WIthIn the soVIet IntellIgence 
and counterIntellIgence WorK

after the end of the soviet–Polish war, the main PoW personnel returned 
to moscow. using unŠlIcht’s positions of the deputy chairman of the 
VchK – ogPu and later deputy chairman of the rVs, they began work 
on gaining control over crucial areas of VchK – ogPu activities (PIlar 
was head of the VchK counterintelligence department, or Kro; sos-
noVsKIJ and his group were members of Kro VchK; olsKIJ was head 
of the belarusian gPu; IKhnoVsKIJ 118 was head of the economy council, 
or eKu ogPu; medVedʹ was chairman of the moscow extraordinary 
commission, or mchK, later he replaced messIng as the People’s com-
missar of ogPu in leningrad military district, or lVo; loganoVsKIJ, 
baransKIJ, and others were within the system of the foreign depart-
ment, or Ino VchK– ogPu –nKVd; finally, in razvedupr rKKa, there 
were bortnoVsKIJ and others). 

In the last year, the organization’s work within the system of VchK 
– ogPu – nKVd and razvedupr rKKa was streamlined in the follow-
ing directions:

118 marian Ichnovskij (1886–1937): soviet political activist of Polish origin, not party-affiliated. he was 
head of the department of the all-union trade association with the mongolia and tuva republics 
(sovmongtuvtorg). he was arrested and executed in 1937. 
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complete paralysis of our counterintelligence efforts against  Poland; 
ensuring the successful and unhindered work of Polish intelligence in the 
ussr; facilitating the infiltration and legalization of Polish agents on so-
viet territory and in various sectors of the country’s economic life. 

PIlar, olsKIJ, sosnoVsKIJ, and others in moscow and belarus, 
as well as messIng, medVed ,́ JanIŠeVsKIJ, 119 sendzIKoVsKIJ 120 and 
others in leningrad systematically disrupted our agencies’ activities against 
Polish intelligence, safeguarded local PoW organizations from destruction, 
warned PoW groups and individual members about available materials 
and upcoming operations, preserved and destroyed information received 
from honest agents regarding PoW activities, infiltrated the intelligence 
network with double agents who worked for the Poles, prevented arrests, 
and halted investigations.

capture and paralysis of all the intelligence work of nKVd and raz-
vedupr rKKa against Poland. this strategy involved extensive and sys-
tematic disinformation campaigns against us, as well as the utilization of 
our intelligence apparatus abroad to provide Polish intelligence with the 
necessary information about other countries and to engage in anti-soviet 
activities on the international stage.

for instance, a member PoW, staszeWsKI, who was assigned by 
unŠlIcht to work abroad, used his stay in berlin in 1923 to support 
brandler 121 in undermining and suppressing the proletarian uprising 
in germany. he did so in accordance with directives from unŠlIcht.

another PoW member, ŽbIKoVsKIJ, dispatched by bronKoW-
sKI for overseas work within razvedupr rKKa, engaged in provocative 
activities to complicate relations between the ussr and england.

following unŠlIcht’s directives, members of the organization, 
loganoVsKIJ and baransKIJ, utilized their positions within War-
saw Ino during the period of JÓzef PIŁsudsKI’s removal from power. 
under the guise of being part of the ogPu’s diversionary organizations 
of PIlsudKI’s followers, who targeted the Narodowa Demokracja (endeks) 
government in Poland, they prepared a provocative assassination attempt 
on french marshal foche upon his visit to Poland. this was done to 
disrupt the establishment of normal diplomatic relations between france 
and the ussr.

119 dionis Janiševskij (1898–1938): soviet official of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). he was deputy 
head of the special department of the lVo. he was arrested in 1934 and sentenced to two years of labor 
camp. he served his sentence in the Kolyma region. he was released in 1936 and appointed manager 
of a gold mine operated by the far north construction trust (dalstroi). he was arrested again in 1937, 
transferred to leningrad and executed in 1938.

120 Ivan sendzikovskij (1895–1937): soviet official of Polish origin; member of the VKP(b). he worked for the 
regional department of the nKVd in leningrad oblast. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

121 heinrich brandler (1881–1967): german politician; one of the founders of the communist Party of 
germany (KPg). In 1921–1924, he served as chairman of the KPg. he was expelled from the KPg in 1929.
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exploitation of the positions held by PoW members within VchK – 
ogPu – nKVd for extensive anti-soviet work and espionage recruitment. 

JÓzef PIŁsudsKI’s emissary and resident of the second depart-
ment of PgŠ, Ignacy sosnoWsKI, utilized his position extensively within 
the agencies to establish contact with various predominantly nationalist 
anti-soviet elements. he also led their subversive activities in the south 
caucasus, central asia, and other regions.

however, perhaps the greatest harm was caused by the theory and 
practice of passivity in counterintelligence work that was persistently and 
systematically executed by the Polish spies who had infiltrated VchK – 
ogPu – nKVd. by seizing key positions within our counterintelligence 
apparatus, Polish spies reduced its entire scope of work to narrow defen-
sive measures within our territory. they prevented our counterintelligence 
agents from penetrating foreign intelligence centers and engaging in pro-
active counterintelligence actions.

by disrupting and preventing the primary method of counterin-
telligence work, which involves transferring our struggle against foreign 
intelligence to their own territory, Polish spies within our ranks achieved 
a situation where soviet counterintelligence, originally entrusted by the 
proletarian state with the task of combating foreign intelligence and their 
activities as a whole, was transformed into a powerless apparatus that 
chased after individual petty spies for a number of years.

In cases where attempts at counterintelligence operations beyond 
our borders were made, they were either used by Polish intelligence to in-
filtrate their major agents into the ussr (the case of saVInKoV 122), or to 
establish contact with the anti-soviet elements and generate their activi-
ties (the case of mosKVIČ-boyaroV, Prof. IsyČenKo, 123 etc.). 

ProVocatIVe actIVItIes by PolIsh IntellIgence WIthIn 
the communIst Party of Poland

the infiltration of a large Polish intelligence network into the commu-
nist Party of Poland, the Polish section of the IKKI, and the apparatus 
of comIntern was predetermined by the fact that when the communist 
Party of Poland was formed at the end of 1918, a number of prominent 

122 boris savinkov (1879–1925): leader of the combat organization of the socialist revolutionary Party; 
head of the anti-soviet union for the defense of homeland and freedom. In 1920–1921, he resided in 
Warsaw. In august 1924, he arrived in the ussr illegally and was arrested in minsk. he was sentenced to 
execution in 1924; the sentence was later changed to ten years of imprisonment. savinkov ended his life 
by suicide in prison in 1925.

123 Petro Isyčenko (1882–1924): ukrainian scholar, not party-affiliated. he was a Professor at the moscow 
cooperative Institute. he was arrested and executed in 1924.
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members of the Polish socialist Party (PPs-left, or Lewica) and the Polish 
social democratic Party automatically joined the leadership of the com-
munist Party.

regardless, the leadership of PoW systematically introduced its 
agents into the ranks of the communist Party through various provocative 
activities. concurrently, the leadership recruited new agents from among 
the nationalist-leaning intelligentsia who had joined the communist move-
ment. these agents were promoted within the party’s higher echelon with 
the aim of undermining the communist Party and being used to PoW’s 
benefit. PoW also extensively utilized political emigration and exchanges 
of political prisoners to mass-infiltrate their agents into the ussr.

an example of one of the largest political provocations by the Pił-
sudski regime was the creation of the so-called PPs-Opozycja 124 in 1919. 
the leadership of this opposition, headed by ŻarsKI, lande-WItKoWs-
KI, 125 and Witold szturm-de-sztrem, 126 consisted of prominent provo-
cateurs known as peoviaks. 127 Initially, their task was to prevent revolu-
tionary elements from leaving the PPs and joining the communist Party. 
however, as they were unable to control the working masses who had 
separated from the PPs in 1920, this “opposition” merged with them and 
joined the communist Party of Poland, seizing several key leadership po-
sitions within the party.

another major act of extensive political provocation carried out 
within the communist Party of Poland (KPP) by the Piłsudski support-
ers who had infiltrated its leadership was the use of the KPP’s influence 
among the masses during PIŁsudsKI’s may coup of 1926. these provo-
cateurs put forward and implemented a policy of supporting the Piłsudski 
coup through the KPP.

anticipating that some PoW members (WarsKI, 128 Kostrze-
Wa, 129 KraJeWsKI, 130 and lande-WItKoWsKI) who had infiltrated 
the leadership of the KPP and directly worked on using the KPP to assist 

124 Polish socialist Party – opposition (PPs-opposition), a branch of the Polish socialist Party operating in 
the period 1912–1914.

125 the spelling is as it appears in the document. correct name: adam landy, aka Witkowski (1891–1937). 
Polish communist activist. he was a lecturer at the higher school of Professional advancement at the all-
union central council of trade unions (VtssPs). he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

126 Witold szturm de sztrem (1888–1933): Polish political activist; member of the communist Party of 
Poland, one of the leaders of the PPs-left. In 1919, he joined the rKKa. he served as a member of the 
covert residency of the ru rKKa in austria. In december 1933, he disappeared in the vicinity of Vienna 
(according to a different version, he was killed by agents of the ogPu due to the risk of defecting to the 
enemy).

127 In nKVd documents from the mid-1930s, the word peoviak (poviak, poeviak) referred to membership in the 
PoW. 

128 adolf Warski, aka adolf Jerzy Warszawski (1868–1937): Polish communist leader, one of the founders of the 
KPP. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

129 Wera Kostrzewa, aka maria KoszucKa (1876–1939?): Polish communist activist, one of the founders of 
the KPP; member of the cK KPP. she emigrated to ussr in 1930; represented the KPP in the executive 
committee of comIntern. she was arrested in 1937 and executed in 1939. 

130 antoni Krajewski, aka Władysław stein (1886–1937): Polish communist politician. he was a member of 
the bureau of the International control commission and served as head of the IKKI Press department. 
he was arrested and executed in 1937. 
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the Piłsudski coup would be compromised and removed from the lead-
ership, PoW had another group of PoW members on standby, led by 
leŠInsKIJ. this group, externally detached from supporting the 1926 
coup, was intended to take control of the KPP leadership after the failure 
of WarsKI’s group. 

after the may coup, in order to divert the working masses from 
opposing the establishment of Piłsudski’s new fascist regime and to weak-
en and disintegrate the KPP from within, PoW developed and executed 
a plan for extensive factional strife between leŠInsKIJ’s group (known as 
the “minority” within the KPP) and WarsKI-KostrzeVa’s group (known 
as the “majority”). both groups managed to involve their party masses in 
factional struggles and paralyzed the party’s work for a long time.

as a result, the leadership of the party was seized by the PoW group 
led by leŠInsKIJ, who was a member of the moscow PoW center. he fo-
cused on undermining the party even further and continued hindering 
the revolutionary movement in Poland.

In recent years, all the efforts of the Warsaw and moscow centers of 
PoW in terms of their work within the KPP have been directed towards 
undermining the unity of the popular front in Poland and, primarily, to-
wards preparing to use the KPP for anti-soviet actions during Poland’s 
military aggression against the ussr. 

to this end, special work was carried out by unŠlIcht and 
leŠInsKIJ to use party channels for the Polish intelligence service’s com-
munication during the war. In addition, a plan for a series of political 
provocations (presenting ultimatums to comIntern and the VKP(b) on 
behalf of the KPP regarding the “integrity of Polish independence”, issuing 
anti-soviet appeals to the Polish working class, causing a split within the 
party, etc.) was developed.

starting from 1920, and especially after the may coup, PoW be-
gan using the channels of the communist Party and the Polish section of 
comIntern, which had been infiltrated by prominent members of PoW, 
such as sochatsKI-bratKoWsKI, 131 leŠInsKIJ, PrÓchnIaK, 132 
 bertynsKIJ, 133 bronKoWsKI. they used these channels for systemat-
ic and extensive transfer of diversionary and espionage agents of various 
standing to the ussr as political emigrants and political prisoners. for 

131 Jerzy sochaccKi-bratkowski, aka czeszejko-sochcki (1892–1933): Polish communist politician; member of 
the PPs and KPP. he was a candidate for membership in the Presidium of comIntern. he was arrested in 
1933 and died in prison the same year. 

132 edward Próchniak (1888–1937): Polish communist. In 1921–1937, he served as a representative and 
executive of the KPP in comIntern. In 1936–1937, he was a member of the KPP Politburo abroad. he was 
arrested on 8 July 1937; sentenced and executed on 21 august 1937. 

133 Viktor bertynskij, aka Žytlovskij; (1900–1937): soviet-Polish communist activist of Jewish origin; member 
of the VKP(b). he emigrated to the ussr in 1924. he served on the executive committee of comIntern 
and the special department of the ogPu in moscow. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 
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instance, Polish spies like PIlar, budzInsKI, nauIsKaytIs, 134 VysocK-
IJ,  dombal,́ and beleWsKI 135 were sent to the ussr under the guise of 
being political prisoners, while individuals like WIslaK, henryk lauer 136 
(who headed the metallurgy sector of gosPlan), zdzIarsKI, 137 genrIK-
hoWsKIJ, 138 bŽozoVsKIJ, and many hundreds of others were sent as 
political emigrants. these agents infiltrated various sectors of the soviet 
state apparatus, industry, transportation, and agriculture. 

It wasn’t just the KPP that was used as cover for spies and saboteurs: 
Polish intelligence agents were also sent to the ussr under the guise of 
belonging to the communist parties of Western belarus, Western ukraine, 
and other revolutionary organizations that Polish intelligence actively in-
filtrated for provocative purposes.

for example, the so-called “belarusian hramada”, a mass peasant or-
ganization in Western belarus, was actively used by Polish intelligence and 
the fascist organization of belarusian nationalists in Wilno to crush the 
peasant movement in Western belarus and transfer its agents to the ussr.

similarly, the mass organization known as the “independent peas-
ant party” (nezaležna partija chlopska) 139 in proper Poland was created by 
a major provocateur, an officer of the second department of the PgŠ, 
 WoJeWÓdzKI, 140 specifically to intercept the revolutionary movement 
among Polish peasants. It was also used to transfer agents to the ussr 
under the guise of “peasant” activists escaping police persecution.

all the materials of the investigation in this case overwhelmingly 
and undeniably prove that the vast majority of the so-called “political em-
igrants” from Poland were either members of PoW (originating from the 
proper Poland, including Polish Jews), agents of the second department of 
the PgŠ, or agents of political police (Poles, ukrainians, belarusians, etc.).

134 the spelling is how it appears in the document. the correct name is nauiokaytis. 
135 Jan Paszyn, aka bielewski (1892–1937): Polish communist. he served as a representative of the KPP in the 

executive committee of comIntern. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 
136 henryk gustav lauer (1890–1937): Polish mathematician and communist activist of Jewish origin. he was 

head of the department for mining and metallurgy of gosPlan. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 
137 mirosław zdziarski, aka Wojtkiewicz (1892–1937): Polish communist activist. he worked as a scientific 

researcher at the Institute of World economy and World Politics. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 
138 the spelling is how it appears in the document. the correct name is abram genrikovskij (1904–1937): 

soviet-Polish journalist of Jewish origin, not party-affiliated. he worked as a proofreader for the 
newspaper Trybuna Radziecka. he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

139 Independent peasants party, a radical left-wing Polish people’s party founded in 1924 by a group of Psl 
“Wyzwolenie” deputies. In 1927, it was dissolved by the minister of Internal affairs.

140 sylwester Wojewódzki (1892–1938): Polish communist and military man. In 1931, he emigrated to the 
ussr. he was arrested in 1931. In 1933, he was sentenced to ten years of imprisonment. he was detained 
at the yaroslavl political isolator. he was arrested again and executed in 1938
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antI-soVIet actIVIty of PolIsh IntellIgence In belarus 
and other regIons of the ussr

In belarus, PoW was led by members of the moscow center, like beneK, 
as well as members of the minsk center, such as VonsoVsKIJ, Klys. 141 
under the guidance of PIlar, sosnoVsKIJ, heltman, and dombal,́ 
PoW established organic connections with the belarus nationalist-fascists 
organization, the trotskyist underground, and right-wing anti-soviet or-
ganizations. this resulted in a unified anti-soviet conspiracy in belarus, 
led by cherVIaKoV, 142 goloded, 143 and beneK.

the unified underground carried out extensive subversive and de-
structive activities in belarus, which were linked to the military plans of 
the Polish-german general staff.

the subversive work of the unified underground affected all sectors 
of the belarusian economy, including transportation, planning, the fuel 
and energy sector, construction of new enterprises, all branches of light 
manufacturing, agriculture, and the construction of state farms.

over the past few years, the unified underground, through the artifi-
cial spread of infectious diseases (such as meningitis, anemia, and plague), 
conducted significant work in the extermination of swine and horse pop-
ulations in belarus. In just 1936 alone, over 30,000 horses were extermi-
nated in bssr.

during its preparations for the seizure of the bssr by the Poles, the 
unified underground initiated and attempted to carry out a destructive 
project of draining the Polesie marshes, which served as a natural obsta-
cle to offensive actions by the Polish army. concurrently, dombal,́ who 
was developing projects like the Great Dnieper with destructive intentions, 
planned for the excavation of a deep-water canal in belarus. this canal 
was meant to provide access for Polish military vessels to soviet territory.

simultaneously with subversive work in the bssr’s agriculture, the 
unified underground actively prepared insurgent cadres and armed an-
ti-soviet uprisings. It also extensively used various methods to artificially 
incite dissatisfaction with the soviet authorities among the population. 
these methods included deliberate “excesses” during various economic 

141 Jan Klys (1896–1938): soviet functionary of Polish origin. he was the director of the stackovskoj machine 
and tractor station (mts). he was arrested in 1937 and executed in 1938. 

142 aleksandr Červjakov (1892–1937): soviet communist of belarusian origin; member of the VKP(b). he 
served as the bssr representative to the central executive committee (tsIK); later, chairman of the tsIK 
bssr. he committed suicide in 1937.

143 nikolaj goloded (1894–1937): soviet statesman of belarusian origin; member of the VKP(b). he served as 
chairman of the bssr council of People’s commissars (sovnarKom). he was a member of the bureau cK 
VKP(b) of bssr and a candidate for membership in cK VKP(b). he was arrested in 1937; later the same 
year, he committed suicide. 
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campaigns in rural areas, as well as over-taxation, illegal mass confisca-
tions for tax evasion, and so on).

While maintaining direct connections with Poland through vari-
ous channels, including the moscow PoW center, the Polish consulate 
in minsk, the Wilno center of belarusian nationalist-fascists, and the 
twelfth 144 department of the PgŠ were directly involved in espionage ac-
tivities. they had several contacts within units of the belarusian military 
district and were in touch with the military-fascist group led by the traitor 
tuKhacheVsKIJ through one of this group’s members, uboreVIČ. 145

under the direct instruction of zInoVIeV, 146 a trotskyist named 
hessen 147 established a terrorist group from the participants of the uni-
fied underground. this group was working on an assassination attempt 
against comrade VoroŠIloV 148 during his stay in minsk in the autumn 
of 1936.

the nKVd of the bssr eliminated the leadership of the anti-so-
viet underground movement in belarus based on minimal data obtained 
during an initial investigation in moscow, as well as through repeated 
interrogation of the previously arrested belarusian nationalist-fascists. 
this demonstrated nKVd’s skillful operational use of limited initial in-
formation to crush the organizing forces of the enemy.

the work to eliminate PoW in the far east, siberia, the sverdlovsk 
and chelyabinsk regions, as well as in ukraine, has been unsatisfactory 
so far. despite having exceptional opportunities in 1933–1935 to expose 
the underground activities of PoW (including the arrests of sKarbeK’s, 
stasIaK’s 149 and KonIecKIJ’s 150 groups), 151 the apparatus of the nKVd in 
ukraine did not initiate investigations to the extent necessary for the com-
plete exposure of PoW activities in ukraine. this situation was exploited 

144 the correct name is the second department. 
145 Ieronim uborevič (1896–1937): soviet military of lithuanian origin; member of the VKP(b). he served as 

the commander of the troops of the belarusian military district and held the rank of the army general. 
he was arrested and executed in 1937. 

146 grigorii zinoviev, aka geršon-radomyslʹskij (1883–1936): soviet politician and official of Jewish origin. 
In organizational bureau of the cK rKP(b). In 1934, he was arrested and sentenced to ten years in prison. 
1936, he was sentenced to the ultimate punishment and was executed the same year.

147 sergej hessen (1898–1937): soviet functionary of Jewish origin; member of the VKP(b). he served as an 
authorized representative of the narKomtiazhProm of the ussr for the Western region. he was arrested 
in 1934. In 1935, he was sentenced to six years of imprisonment. he was arrested again in 1936 and 
executed in 1937. 

148 Kliment Vorošilov (1881–1969): soviet military man and politician; member of the VKP(b). In 1926–1952, 
he was a member of the Politburo cK VKP(b). In 1934–1940, he served as the People’s commissar of 
defense of the ussr and held the rank of marshal. he was never held responsible for his involvement in 
the purges. 

149 Wiktor stasiak, aka bronisław berman (1903–1943): Polish communist activist; member of the IKKI. 
he was arrested in 1935 and detained by the special corps of the nKVd of the ukrainian ssr. In 1936, 
he was sentenced to ten years of labor camps. died in usolsk Itl.

150 Juzef Koneckij, aka leon rozin (1900–?): soviet communist activist of Jewish origin; member of the  
KP(b)u; member of the executive committee of the young communist International. he was deputy 
head of the culture and Propaganda department (KultProp) of the cK KP(b)u. he was arrested in 1935 
and detained by the special corps of the nKVd of the ukrainian ssr.

151 the following individuals were involved in the group criminal case: Józef Konecki (Juzef Koneckij); 
Wiktor stasiak; Janusz sosnowicz, aka Ignacy tom (1902–1938?), senior editor of the newspaper Sierp; 
stefan rybnicki, aka skrzydlewski (1901–1938?), head of the editorial board of Sierp; michał gruda, 
aka emil demke (1902–1964?), head of the Industrial department of Sierp.
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by sosnoVsKIJ, a spy who had been working at the special department 
of central Intelligence, to localize the overall failure.

While distributing collections of the interrogation protocols of in-
dividuals like unŠlIcht and others who were arrested, I suggest that 
all heads of the operational departments within gugb and leading per-
sonnel of the third departments familiarize themselves with this letter.

Plenipotentiaries: PeoPle’s commIsar of Internal  affaIrs 
of the ussr, PeoPle’s commIsar for state securIty 
(n. yezhoV). 152

acKnoWledged: oPeratIonal secretary of gugb nKVd 
of the ussr, brigade commander [signature] (ulmer). 153 

zakrytoe pisʹmo o fašistsko-povstančeskoj, špionskoj, diversionnoj, poraženčeskoj i 
terrorističeskoj dejatelʹnosti polʹskoj razvedki v sssr, 11 august 1937, central archive of 
federal security service of russian federation (tsa fsb rf): f. 3, op. 4, d. 14, ll. 43–85.

originally published in: Jurij Šapoval, Volodymyr Prystajko, and Vadym zolotarʹov,   
ČK–HPU–NKVD v Ukrajini: Osoby, fakty, dokumenty (Kyjiv: abrys, 1997), pp. 350–377.

152 nikolai Iezhov (1895–1940): communist party official and secret police officer. In 1936, he started serving 
in the state security agencies. In 1936–1938, he was narkom of the Internal affairs of the ussr (nKVd). 
In 1938–1939, he served as the People’s commissar of Water transport. In 1935–1939, he was secretary of 
the cK VKP(b). In 1937–1939, he was also a candidate for membership in the Politburo cK VKP(b). he was 
one of the top organizers and active participants in the implementation of the great terror. he was 
arrested in 1939 and executed in 1940. 

153 Voldemar ulmer (1896–1945): soviet functionary of swedish origin. In 1938, he was head of the 
secretariat of first deputy narKom of Internal affairs. he was arrested in 1939 and sentenced to 15 years 
of labor camps. he died in detention.
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